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Right: Tim Busch, MCFI, is presi-

dent of IAPG and owner/

manager and Chief Flight In-

structor of Iowa Flight Training 
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Getting the Word Out 

 

W 
e had a fantastic 

turnout for our an-

nual meeting in 

November.  It was a 

fun event and we picked up a few new mem-

bers.  Since then it seems winter came early 

with sub-zero temperatures and relentless 

snow, ice, fog, freezing rain, fog, rain, and 

more fog.  For most of us, itõs been a tough 

winter for flying.  Iõm happy to say that as I 

write this, I saw the first blue sky in weeks, 

so maybe weõre reaching the end of this 

unusual weather pattern.  If it isnõt, weõre 

going to start holding our meetings in Ha-

waii. 

    Our last meeting was held Friday, January 

22nd at Exec 1 in Ankeny.  It was a great 

meeting, with good attendance and lots of 

discussion about the upcoming year and 

IAPGõs plans to celebrate the 100th anniver-

sary of the first flight in Iowa.  As we dis-

cussed possibilities and how to implement 

our plans, part of the discussion was about 

how to get the word out.  We of course know 

about the goodness of aviation and how it 

helps Iowaõs economy, but the rest of our 

fellow Iowans need to hear and understand 

it as well.   

    Advertising tends to be very expensive, 

and for a non-profit organization, there are 

usually not enough financial resources to 

fund a full-blown advertising campaign.  

Besides, these days, with the widespread 

use of the internet, the old media is losing a 

lot of its ability to reach people via advertis-

ing.  So, weõre getting creating in getting the 

word out about aviation. 

    We have a media fax list of all Iowa TV, 

Radio, and newspapers and can issue press 

releases to all of them overnight.  If you have 

an event that you would like to publicize, 

please let me know and we will create a 

press release, have the IAPG board of direc-

tors review it, and send it out.   

    Roy Criss of the Des Moines International 

Airport has a good list as well that he has 

offered as an outlet for our information.  Tim 

McClung of the DOT can also send informa-

tion via the DOTõs Hot List.  We also have 

mailing lists of all the FBOs and airport man-

agers, pilots, and flight instructors, so if a 

postcard is appropriate, we could do that 

too. 

    At the meeting we discussed the social 

networks and how to use them for informa-

tion distribution.  I promptly went home and 

           (continued on page 5) 
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Centenary:   

F 
or as along as humans 

have walked the earth 

theyõve longed to 

stand on long lines 

and remove their shoes before 

being inspected, questioned 

and crammed into an airline 

tube full of disgruntled travel-

ers.  A small percentage of 

these humans, however, have 

dreamed of flight as pilots-in- 

command and not passengers-

in-a-hurry.  So 100 years ago, 

Iowa took to the air in 

powered flight. 

    Thereõs some polite 

discussion about who 

actually flew first in 

Iowa in 1910, and 

weõll leave that to the 

scholars. While they 

discuss, Iowa aviators 

will kick off the second 

century of powered 

flight in the Hawkeye 

state by flying. And as soon 

as weather permits, IAPG will 

help celebrate the 100th 

Anniversary of powered flight 

in Iowa.  

    We wonõt be alone in our 

revelry. The Antique Airplane 

Association has incorporated 

this centenary theme into its 

annual Labor Day weekend 

fly-in. You can view a video 

promoting the event at an-

tiqueairfield.com. 

    Because Art 

Hartman (1888

-1970) made 

his first pow-

ered flight in 

Burlington (he 

used the golf 

course to avoid long TSA 

lines at the airport),  the 

Burlington Airport has been 

chosen for the site of Fly 

Iowa 100. Mark the calen-

dar for September 11, rain 

date September 12.  

   But a first flight does not a 

flying career make. Every 

flight in Iowa since 1910 

has built on that foundation. 

With that in mind, IAPG has 

declared 2010 to be the Fly 

Iowa 100 Year. Become a 

Fly Iowa Ambassador and 

take the message of flight to 

all 99 counties. Well, thatõs 

one idea, anyhow, and it 

doesnõt take a committee to 

kill it with too much organiza-

tion. Simply go to the stateõs 

DOT website iawings.com 

and see the many events 

taking place this year across 

Iowa to celebrate ten dec-

ades of powered flight.  

    And what better way to 

celebrate Iowaõs aviation 

treasures than to accept 

IAPGõs Fly Iowa 100 Chal-

lenge to visit each of Iowaõs 

115 public use airports and 

win valuable prizes? For de-

tails go to: flyiowa.org 

Aviation Youth Camp Status                                                                                                        -Chuck McDonald 

Above: Des Moines International 

Airport is a Fly Iowa Benefactor 
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W 
ith the new cen-

tury of powered 

flight in Iowa 

comes the chal-

lenge to produce the next cen-

turyõs pilots.  IAPG has been 

running Aviation Youth 

Camps for years, introducing 

hundreds of Iowa kids to the 

industry.  Camps are usually 

held on Saturday mornings at 

no cost to the kids, although 

we encourage parents to 

become IAPG members. 

    In 2009 we hosted seven 

camps with over 300 kids. 

For 2010 weõve set the lofty 

goal of 25 camps serving 

1,000 Iowa kids between the 

ages of 8 and 16.  Too 

many? Perhaps, but why not 

aim high?  

    None of this happens with-

out volunteer support, and 

IAPG is grateful for the sup-

port from all the 2009  Youth 

Camp instructors, plus any 

EAA Young Eagles pilots who 

volunteered giving rides 

when conditions allowed.  

    To host an Aviation Youth 

Camp contact me at  515-

964-1398 or email me at 

CHUCKDSMCC@AOL.com 
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Left: Eight  Youth Camp instruc-

tors and 26 future Iowa pilots 


