
1  

 

View From the Pilotõs Seat   - Tim Busch, IAPG President 

IAPG Officers 

 

President: 

Tim Busch ñ Cedar Rapids 

Tim@IowaFlightTraining.com 

319-373-3971 

 

Vice President 

Paul Berge ñ Indianola 

ailerona@aol.com 

515-961-0654 

 

Secretary 

Chuck McDonald ñ Ankeny 

ChuckDSMCC@aol.com 

515-964-1398 

 

IAPG Web Site 

www.FlyIowa.org 

Inside this issue: 

View From the Pilotõs Seat 1 

Fly Iowa  2009 2 

Aviation Youth Camps 2 

Ramp News 3 

Blue Skies  3 

Pre-Takeoff Checklist 4 

Jump page 5 

Late Breaking News 6 

Official Newsletter of the Iowa Aviation Promotion Group 

End of Summer 2009 

Volume 3, Issue 3 

 

Right: Tim Busch, MCFI, is presi-

dent of IAPG and owner/manager 

and Chief Flight Instructor of Iowa 

Flight Training 
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I 
n September 2009, nearly 

four years after we first con-

ceived of creating an aviation 

exhibit at the Iowa Children's 

Museum, the new million-dollar 

exhibit opened to rave reviews!   

It certainly didn't start out to be 

so grand back when we raised a whole 

$9,000 toward the construction of an avia-

tion exhibit at the "Eastern Iowa Big Kids Toy 

Show" in 2006, with the modest goal of lur-

ing kids out to the airport -- but anyone who 

sees it now can only say "WOW!" whenever 

they first lay eyes on the exhibit.  

What has been created is nothing less than 

an unbelievable, world-class exhibit -- proba-

bly the finest in the nation -- and it is orders 

of magnitude beyond anything we could 

have hoped for back in 2006.  Deb Dunk-

hase, the museum's director, along with 

scores of donors and volunteers, has cre-

ated an exhibit that firmly places Iowa in the 

forefront of aviation museums, nationwide.   

So, on Tuesday, September 22, 2009, the 

Iowa Children's Museum threw a little party 

for those of us who had been involved with 

the creation of this remarkable exhibit.   

See more photos of the night at http://

www.alexisparkinn.com/'take_flight'_exhibit

_opens.htm.  

For more information about the Iowa Chil-
drenôs Museum in Iowa City contact Deb 

Dunkhase: ddunkhase@theicm.org. 

Above: Yes, Tim will open the hangar door 

before starting the enginesé. 

_____________________________________ 

Mark Those Calenders  

November 14, 2009, 6 PM IAPG holds its 

annual meeting at Ankeny Industrial Airport 

(IKV) in the Caseyõs Hangar.  Bring a friend. 

Remember it only takes $10 to join, which 

makes giving an IAPG introductory member-

ship the perfect holiday gift.  

Bike To The Airport 

Friends of Iowa City Airport are working 

to support construction of a new bike trail, to 

connect from the intersection of Hwy 1 and 

Hwy 6 and extending to the airport. (A dis-

tance of less than 1 mile.)  There are cur-

rently no sidewalks leading to the airport, 

and the 4-lane highway is dangerous.  

The remodeling of the Alexis Park Inn & 

Suites into an avaition-themed hotel was 

completed with the  addition of the Barn-

stormers Suite.  Seven years in the mak-

ing, each of the 20 theme suites now re-

flects a unique era of aviation history, from 

the Wright Brothers to today.  Contact Jay 

Honeck at AlexisParkInn@mchsi.com .  

http://www.alexisparkinn.com/'take_flight'_exhibit_opens.htm
http://www.alexisparkinn.com/'take_flight'_exhibit_opens.htm
http://www.alexisparkinn.com/'take_flight'_exhibit_opens.htm
mailto:ddunkhase@theicm.org
mailto:AlexisParkInn@mchsi.com
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Fly Iowa 2009 and Beyond:   
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Fly-ins, such as IAPGõs Fly Iowa, 

require a boatload of advanced 

planning, and no matter how 

well you plan, things can go 

wrong. No one couldõve plan a 

better flying event than Fly Iowa 

2009, held at Independence 

Airport (IIB) on July 11.  It was 

blessed with perfect weather. 

Clear skies and unlimited visi-

bility started the day, and de-

spite the sunshine, tempera-

tures remained relatively cool. 

By air show 

time, a thin 

high overcast 

layer slid 

across the 

sky , muting 

the glare and 

making the 

ideal back-

drop to watch 

a magnificent 

line-up of per-

formers. And what a lineup: 

Julie Clark in her Beechcraft 

T34 Mentor òFree Spirit.ó   

Dave Dacy flew his 450-hp 

Super Stearman with a wing-

walker, Tony Kazian, crawling 

about the airframe. Susan 

Dacy also flew a breath-

taking routine in her 450-hp 

Stearman, òBig Red,ó sans 

passengers on the wings. 

Bob Davis performed in a 

Sukhoi Su-29. Gary Boucher 

showed what a 180-hp Super 

Decathlon can do. And Darrel 

Massman kept the excite-

ment high in his custom-built 

Panzl 330.  Plus, Bill Cowden 

flew his first ever public aero-

batic performance in his 200

-hp RV-8, which he built. 

An impromptu performance 

was provided by a wayward 

ag pilot who landed during 

the air show. Air boss, Dick 

Blume, shuttled the per-

forming act into a holding 

pattern, while fire trucks 

and the attending FSDO 

inspector greeted the sud-

denly blushing Ag pilot. 

Safety Tip: Check those NO-

TAMs before you land, and 

should you see thousands 

of spectators lining your 

runway and great circles of 

white smoke in the traffic 

patter...perhaps, you should 

go-around and away. 

The only disappointment 

was the canceled appear-

ance of òMiss Mitchell,ó the 

CAF Minnesota Wingõs B-25. 

Engine problems kept the 

medium bomber grounded. 

Other antiques, homebuilts,  

military and LSA (Light Sport 

Aircraft) however, were on 

display. Plus, skydivers from  

SkyDive Iowa kicked off the 

show.  

Fly Iowa, which is always 

offered free to the public,  

isnõt all bout aerobatics. Itõs 

also about food, and there 

was plenty of that on hand, 

beginning with a pancake 

breakfast (much more than 

pancakes) served up by Inde-

pendence Lionõs Club as-

sisted by the Independence 

Rotary. Other vendors pro-

vided, burgers, tacos, ice 

cream, popé.if you didnõt 

gain two pounds at this 

show, you werenõt trying. 

The Independence commu-

nity involvement in Fly Iowa 

2009 was fantastic.  Jim & 

Karen Connell from Connell 

Aviation are to be com-

mended for all their work.  

Likewise the dozens of local 

sponsors, too many to list, 

who pitched in.  

Special thanks go to Jim & 

Judy Blinn of Independence, 

who not only provided seed 

money for the event (as did 

IAPG), but also hosted a de-

lightful reception on Friday 

night for all the air show per-

formers, crew, volunteers 

and IAPG members.  

Aviation Youth Camp Status                                                                               -Chuck McDonald 

Included in the Independence 

Fly-Iowa 2009 was a an IAPG 

aviation Youth Camp held on 

Friday, July 10.  Forty-two 

youngsters attended. Unfor-

tunately, Young Eagle rides 

were not available due to 

severe weather in the area 

that morning.  

On the bright side, that 

passing cold front cleared 

the skies for Saturdayõs air 

show.  Young Eagle rides 

were rescheduled for the 

following weekend. 

I was assisted in Independ-

ence by local pilot, and 

retired teacher, Lee Bowden. 

As well as other volunteers. 

Ankeny Airport (IKV) held a 

Youth Camp on July 18. 

Washington, Iowa (AWG) Air-

port is planning a Youth Camp 

for October 3. Forty or more 

kids are expected.  

 

For more information about 

how  IAPG can help you host 

an Iowa Aviation Youth Camp, 

contact  me, Chuck McDonald, 

at 515-964-1398. 

Or send me an email : 

chuckdsmcc@aol.com 

 

So, hereõs the challenge: Do 

it for the kids, the aviation 

community or just for pizza, 

but, letõs get the next genera-

tion of aviators off the 

ground...and back down 

again safely. 

ñ-CM 

Above: Fly Iowa ATC (sorta). 

IAPG Secretary, Chuck 

McDonald , left, and Air Boss, 

Dick Blume, monopolizing the 

umbrella, right.  

mailto:chuckdsmcc@aol.com
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Airport News 

Nash Field, Indianola (IA66) holds its 

annual stockholders meeting, Saturday, 

October 10, 9 AM. Business is kept to a 

minimum and then everyone flies.  

Also at Nash Field, the first flight of Buck 

Leopoldõs homebuilt Warner Sportster 

took place on Friday afternoon, Septem-

ber 18. The Sportster was a joint project 

with Leopold and Bright Star Aviation, 

LLC, based  a t Nash  F ie ld 

(brightstariowa.com). This shameless 

plug is to entice Bright Star to join IAPG. 

Speaking of shameless GA promotion, 

Storm Flying Service at the Webster City 

Airport (EBS)  is an IAPG member and 

reports brisk business with their  train-

ers, including a tail-wheelinõ, spin-training 

Decathlon. Check it out at: stormfly-

ingservice.com. 

Not to be outdone, Pellaõs Classic Avia-

tion has been busy. Hereõs a list of re-

cent accomplishments: Vedran Cajic 

earned a multi-engine commercial ticket 

as did Chris Hewitt; Dennis Fogle an in-

strument ratting; Chris Kreuder and Glen 

Kreuder both earned Private Pilot certifi-

cates (weõre guessing they're related; if 

not, cool coincidence), Tyler Owen soloed 

on July 15, and earned 

a Recreation Pilot cer-

tificate a month later;  

Dallas Ford became a 

Commercial Pilot; Kyle 

Kelly now holds an ATP 

certificate; John Wick-

ware and Nick Sponslor 

are now a Tailwheel 

pilots, having met the 

61.31 requirements in 

Pellaõs Citabria; Mike 

Hargrave also received 

his Tailwheel endorse-

ment in Pellaõs Piper J3 

Cub; Don Phillips is a 

Private Pilot as of Au-

gust 23; Ryan Veatch earned a multi-

engine rating. Pella Instructors are: Jeff 

Bollard, Jeff Uitermarkt, Larry Vande 

Voort and Shane Vande Voort. Con-

gratulations, all. 

Across the water from Pella, Knoxville 

Aviation saw new pilots emerge this 

summer: 

Dan Moeller earned his Private Pilot 

certificates in Knoxvilleõs  C172; Paul 

Berge, instructor. Adam Storm also 

earned a Private pilot ticket at Knoxville. 

Deb McGee soloed in a Cherokee 180 

(Challenger) that she and her husband, 

Dan (already a pilot), hangar at OXV; 

Wayne Whitfield, instructor.  Shelley 

DeLong soloed in her Piper Warrior, 

Paul Berge, instructor. Shelleyõs hus-

band, Phil, is already a pilot.  

Blue Skiesñ                                       - Paul Berge 

Page 3 Volume 3, Issue 3 

Ramp News: Whatõs Defying Gravity Around The Hawkeye State 

 

Fly Iowa isnõt the only Fly-in in Iowa. Each 

Labor Day weekend since 1971, the An-

tique Airplane Association (AAA) and Air 

Power Museum (APM) holds an invita-

tional reunion for its many members at 

Antique Airfield (IA27) near Blakesburg, 

Iowa. Anyone is welcome to join (go to 

antiqueairfield.com for details).  

This year 369 antiques attended. Also 

attending were two movie producers, 

scouting Blakesburg for a location to 

shoot Inside The Circle, an aviation novel 

set in Iowa in 1937. Thanks to Iowaõs 

Movie Incentive tax credits, many films 

are being shot in the state. Full disclo-

sure: Inside The Circle is my novel, so I 

was thrilled that I was offered an option 

for the book.  

AAA Executive Director, Brent Taylor, 

began work on estimating costs includ-

ing leasing three vintage aircraft (and 

crews) for the film. One airplane to is 

the APMõs Ryan STA.  This project would 

be a great economic and promotional 

boost for GA and the 

Wapello County. Unfortu-

nately, Governor Culver 

was informed of possible 

mismanagement of tax 

credits, so he put a 

freeze on all movie 

funds. Projects, including 

Inside the Circle came to 

a halt, and as of press 

time, the aviation movie 

biz is in a  holding pat-

tern. 

Above: Connie Younger congratulates new 

Sport Pilot, Mike Vogt. Boone, Iowa 
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(continued on page 5) 

Below: Ben Taylor at the controls of the 

Air Power Museumõs Ryan STA located 

at Antique Airfield (IA27), Blakesburg, 

Iowa. The museumõs new Restoration 

Center will help keep classics like the 

Ryan flying. 


