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O 
ver the past several 

weeks, I have had the 

opportunity to visit 

with a variety of 

groups, sharing the growth and 

education message of IAPG.  

The message has been well re-

ceived.   A direct result of these 

talks is that we have several 

new members of IAPG including: EAA Chap-

ter 33, The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar 

Rapids, Vinton Veteran’s Memorial Airport, 

and the Iowa City Municipal Airport.  Each of 

these organizations believes in and wants to 

play a part in the IAPG mission.  Please wel-

come each of these groups and thank them 

for their support. 

 

    I believe there are many more organiza-

tions and individuals across the state who 

will also join us in our mission, if they hear 

the message.  That is one thing we need to 

work at: communicating the IAPG mission, 

measurements, and successes.  I have cre-

ated a presentation package outlining our 

mission, programs, and progress against our 

goals.  We will be distributing this informa-

tion to the membership as a guide for re-

cruiting new members.  I would like to chal-

lenge each of you to share this information 

with your local airport, FBO, flight school, 

chamber of commerce, civic groups, and 

aviation enthusiasts.  We have a lot to do to 

accomplish our goals and need a lot of sup-

port to do it.  With your help, we will do it. 

 

    Blogs are a relatively new phenomenon 

and a great method of bringing many people 

from all over the country and world together 

for spirited discussions.  The variety of 

points of view hopefully results in solutions 

to problems that might not otherwise be dis-

covered by an individual or group with a lim-

ited perspective.   

 

    I have recently participated in two differ-

ent blog discussions: one on Avweb.com, the 

other on JetWhine.com.  Both discussions 

were centered on Light Sport Aircraft and 

how they can be used to help grow general 

aviation.  In these discussions, there are 

always folks who aren’t fond of change; who 

believe that all we need is to keep using 

tired, ratty, old airplanes, referencing ―that’s 

how I learned and it was good enough for 

me‖.   

    These points of view always remind me of 

the ―going to school in the old days‖ talk we 

received from our parents (and tell when we 

become parents).  The stories always get 

better with time.  Many times the memories 

are better than the reality.  Remember, most 

flight students from old days were deaf after 

           (continued on page 5) 

Right: Tim Busch, MCFI, is 

president of IAPG and owner/

manager and Chief Flight In-

structor of Iowa Flight Training 
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Volume 5 Issue 1 

IAPG Benefactor News  

I 
APG received the following 

letter from Rockwell Collins 

Charitable Corporation,  ad-

dressed to Chuck McDonald, 

IAPG Secretary/Treasurer, March 

17, 2011: 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

On behalf of Rockwell Collins, I am 

pleased to enclose a check in the 

amount of $15,000  from Rockwell 

Collins Charitable Corporation. This 

contribution represents Rockwell 

Collinsõ support for the Iowa Aviation 

Promotion Groupõs (IAPG) Fly Iowa Air 

Fair program for the years 2011 - 

2013. 

    Rockwell Collins is proud to support 

the IAPG and its mission to grow avia-

tion in Iowa by increasing the number 

of pilots, aviation users, and aviation 

supporters. Fly Iowa is the signature 

program of IAPG, held in various com-

munities across the state, to showcase 

the local airports, aircraft and aviators. 

Rockwell Collinsõ support of this free 

public awareness and education event 

is in direct alignment with not only our 

business goals, but our focus on Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) education activi-

tiesé. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ron W. Kirchenbauer 

President 

 

(See IAPG’s thank-you letter to Rock-

well Collins below.) 

Thank You, Rockwell Collins                                                                                                               

Left:: Chuck McDonald, IAPG Secre-

tary/Treasurer (right), receives the 

Rockwell Collins $15,000 check from 

Rockwell Collins own Tim Busch (left), 

who is also IAPGõs President. 

 

   —————————————————————- 

O 
n March 21, 2011 IAPG 

sent the following thank-

you letter to Mr. Ron W. 

Kirchenbauer, President 

Rockwell Collins Charitable Corpo-

ration in Cedar Rapids, Iowa:                                           

  

Dear Mr. Kirchenbauer: 

It is with deep gratitude that I ex-

press our thanks on behalf of all 

members of Iowa Aviation Promo-

tion Group who are dedicated to 

growing general aviation in Iowa.  

Your generous contribution of 

$15,000 is greatly appreciated and 

will be used to support the vision and 

mission of IAPG. 

    The Fly Iowa Air Fair is but one of 

several IAPG programs to advance 

general aviation in Iowa and the 

$15000 grant will make it possible to 

strengthen all IAPG programs.   

    We appreciate the confidence that 

Rockwell Collins has placed in us and 

take great pride in making the most of 

these funds to meet our goals. 

    We recognize that Rockwell Collins 

as a Lead Benefactor Member and all 

IAPG materials will recognize Rockwell 

Collins as such.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Tim J. Busch, President 

Paul Berge, Vice President 

Charles H. McDonald, Secretary/

Treasurer   

 

cc: Cindy Dietz  
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A 
fter putting together a presenta-

tion package for prospective 

members, IAPG President, Tim 

Busch,  presented it to some 

area airport boards over the past week, 

which resulted in:  

    Cedar Rapids Airport: Benefactor 

Member  

    Vinton Airport: Corporate Member  

    Iowa City Airport: Charter Member  

    Additionally, the Iowa City board men-

tioned their desire to bring Fly Iowa back 

again at some point.  

    Tim notes that airport communities 

seem very receptive to the growth and 

education story.  The plan is to  distribute 

a promotional package as an example 

for recruiting across the state.    

     

    Meanwhile, new pilots keep cropping 

up: 

    Mark Noe earned an Instrument Rat-

ing  on 3/1/11 through Iowa Flight Train-

ing. His CFII was Jim Mosel. 

    Also at Iowa Flight Training, Dr. Reza 

Mohebbi became a Private Pilot. His CFI 

was Jesse Lenker. 

 

    Meanwhile, Melody Miller solo a C172 

at Knoxville Aviation. Her instructor was 

Paul Berge. 

    Across the water (Lake Red Rock) 

from Knoxville, Pella’s Classic Aviation 

has been busy bringing new talent into 

the sky: 

    Mark Noe earned a Tailwheel en-

dorsement in a Citabria. Larry Vande 

Voort was his instructor.  

    Russ Cooner earned his Private Pilot 

ticket; Larry Vande Voort instructor.  

    Melvin Nguyen also had his first solo 

from instructor Jeff Van Orso. 

    Jeff Van Orso also sent Derek Sellars 

off for his first solo.  

    Jim Mueller made his first solo from 

instructor Jeff Uitermarkt 

    Jonathan Morgan became a Multi-

Eileen’s First Time In a Real Airplane                                                                            — Paul Berge 
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Ramp News 

IFT is an IAPG Corporate Member 

engine Commercial Pilot after training 

with Larry Vande Voort. 

    Bill Shepard earned his Commercial 

certificate with instructor, Jeff Uiter-

markt. 

    Nate Booth became a Multi-engine 

Instructor; Larry Vande Voort was his 

instructor. 

    And in mid-March, Brian Speas be-

came a Commercial Pilot after training 

with Jeff Uitermarkt . 

    (Send your airport news to IAPG c/o 

ailerona @ aol.com.)   

——————————————————————————- 

G 
reat things often begin with 

minor events. Last Febru-

ary I received a call from 

Eileen Pinkney of Southern 

California. Eileen is not a pilot but 

wanted to purchase my Private Pilot 

Beginnerõs Manual for her son, also 

not a pilot but destined to become 

one. 

    Eileen didn’t seem to have any in-

terest in flying herself, but she men-

tioned that she’d decided that for her 

birthday she’d treat herself to a first 

flight.  Madness, of course, but being 

mad about flight myself, I egged her 

on and asked her to report back: 

Well, I did it! It was amazing and delight-

ful to say the least. I went up in a 

Beechcraft Sport. We flew at 4000õ and 

a speed of 120 MPH. Lois Hewitt was 

the pilot, and she tried to teach me all 

the gadgets on the dashboard, but I 

only remember the little airplane mark-

ing if we were level or not. It was a Gee-

Whiz kind of moment for me, and Iõm 

glad I had the guts to do it. I will cross 

that off my òagenda for life listó and vow 

to (fly) at least on ever birthday from 

now on. Thanks for your interest. I donõt 

know which is more fun, the anticipa-

tion of feeling something new or the 

actuality of doing it.  

Sincerely, Eileen Pinkney 

PS: Tell everyone to remember when 

we were little and weõd spread our 

arms pretending to fly, running 

through the hilly meadows of earth. 

Flying enheightened our make believe 

wings. Flying in a small airplane is very 

much like that except more fun...Iõve 

flown a lot (in airlines), but sitting in 

the pilotõs seat is different. Iõve envied 

those pilots that saw the earth and 

sky, and I shall not forget that adven-

ture. 



4  

 

M. Urbina, ruled in favor of Mr. Taylor. 

That decision should help pave the way 

for easier and better access to draw-

ings/data contained in ATC files held by 

the FAA. 

However on Feb 18th, 2011 Mr. Taylor 

learned of the FAA's intention to appeal 

Judge Urbina's decision pending review 

by the US Solicitor General at the Dept. 

of Justice. That review has apparently 

been completed and as of March 4th, 

2011 the Solicitor General has deter-

mined there will be no further appeals 

nor legal action on this matter. 

It is hoped that the finality of this matter 

will lead to talks with FAA in Washington 

on solving the whereabouts, ownership, 

disposition and access to draw-

ings/data needed by owners/restorers 

of antique aircraft to help restore and 

"Keep the Antiques Flying". In fact we 

understand a Fairchild 45 

owner (unrelated to the 

Mr. Taylor's legal case) 

has already communi-

cated with the FAA legal 

counsel in Washington and has been 

assured he will be granted access to 

the F-45 drawings. 

As stated before, if this very time con-

suming and expensive process under-

taken (first by Greg Herrick then by 

Brent Taylor, with the legal counsel of 

Mike Pangia) to gain access to TC 

data/drawings held by the FAA helps 

to "Keep the Antiques Flying" then it 

will have been worth it. 

ñBrent Taylor  

To contact Iowa’s antique airplane 

hero, Brent Taylor, or to get more infor-

mation on the Antique Airplane Asso-

ciation or the Air Power Museum—an 

IAPG Corporate Member—go to: an-

tiqueairfield.com. Better yet, plan to go 

to Antique Airfield (IA27), Blakesburg, 

Iowa, during the AAA’s annual fly-in, 

August 31 through September 4.  

E 
ver wonder what happens to 

the massive amount of techni-

cal data, such as drawings, 

associated with aircraft that 

are no longer in production, data neces-

sary for anyone in the antique airplane 

restoration field? Brent Taylor, Director 

of the Antique Airplane Association’s 

(AAA) Air Power Museum (APM), found 

himself banging into a wall of ―unable‖ 

when trying to access such data.  

When will the FAA learn that when Tay-

lor hears ―no,‖ that’s just another gaunt-

let to be grasped and thrust back? Read 

Brent’s own report on his triumph over 

―Unable‖: 

As has been reported before, Brent Tay-

lor's 8.5 year legal battle with the FAA 

and the now defunct Fairchild Corp. had 

a positive outcome on Jan. 19th, 2011 

when U.S. District Court Judge, Ricardo 

Left: Whatõs in your logbook? Spring is here, grass run-

ways are thawing, and snow is an ugly memory to be 

stored away, if not forever, at least until Decem-

ber...okay, November for those hangared north of High-

way 20. Itõs also time to fly to as many airports in the 

state as you can. How many Iowa airports have you vis-

ited (by air or other means) lately? IAPG wants to know 

and awards prizes to those flyers who take up the Fly 

Iowa Challenge. For more details, and to find out whoõs 

already made the journey, go to Flyiowa.org. Take a 

friend; doesnõt have to be a pilot friend, either. Just grab 

your neighbor and say, òMowing can wait; letõs go flying!ó 

Left:: Orphaned no 

more. One of two cur-

rently flyable Fairchild 

45s. Access to techni-

cal data to keep this 

antique flying is now 

much easier thanks to 

a recent Supreme Court 

decision. Photo by 

George Riffle, submit-

ted by the Antique Air-

plane Association. 

  ñññññññññññññ 

Antiquers Win Big! 
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might happen. I have some 

thoughts on the subject that aren’t 

ready for primetime yet, but I 

would love to hear your thoughts 

as well. 

 

Blue Skies! 

 

Tim 

 

 

—————————————————— 

years of flying without ear protection.  

They needed to be contortionists to get 

in and out of the aircraft, and often the 

fuel tank was between them and the 

engine….not the safest location in a colli-

sion with the ground.  It’s a good thing 

the aircraft were slow, because the in-

strumentation was minimal, so it took a 

while to get lost. 

 

    The truth is that our new pilots, the 

ones who don’t fly today and have no 

history in aviation, aren’t nostalgic.  They 

want to fly newer, quieter, faster, safer 

airplanes, with leather interiors and glass 

cockpits, because that’s what their cars 

look like.  They want to go places.  

They’re not going to feel like masters of 

the universe in a Model T of the sky.  

With the shorter attention spans of to-

day, they want to learn quickly and not 

drag out their training for a year or more. 

 

    Now it’s reality time.  Which group do 

you think we have more of?  Which group 

will be around longer?  You may not like 

the answer, but it’s still the answer.  We 

need to appeal to the second group 

when recruiting pilots. 

 

    That’s where LSAs come in.  With 20 

hours of training, which can be done in 

just a couple of weeks, they can be flying 

and experience their dreams.  The high-

end LSAs are vastly better than the old 

trainers of the past and can be a signifi-

cant contributor to the success of GA 

growth.  We are starting to see them 

used around the state, and it’s a wel-

come sight.    

 

    It would help if there were tax incen-

tives to get more LSAs in flight schools.  

Unfortunately, the current tax break is for 

businesses buying aircraft of $250,000 

or more.  That’s fine, but it doesn’t ad-

dress the entry level market, where are 

the pilots come from.  Maybe some legis-

lative arm-twisting is needed. 

 

    The key that most blog discussions 

miss, is quantity.  We need many, many 

more students to show the manufactur-

ers that it’s worth spooling up factories 

with larger production capacities.  It’s all 

about supply and demand.  The cost will 

come down when the numbers go up.  

Do a little brainstorming about how that 

(òView From The Pilotõs Seató continued 

from page 1) 

T 
he FAA forecasts that the 

general aviation (GA) fleet 

will increase over the next 

20 years, but at a modest 

annual rate of 0.9 percent. That’s 

according to data presented at the 

FAA’s 36th Annual Aviation Fore-

cast Conference held Feb. 15-16, 

2011.  

    The growth rate for piston-

powered aircraft is expected to 

decrease in the near term (due in 

part to the attrition caused by the 

FAA’s ongoing re-registration proc-

ess) but is projected to pick 

up again after 2018.  

    GA activity is forecasted to 

follow a similar pattern to the 

fleet size, decreasing 3.1 

percent in 2011, but then 

picking up by an average of 1 

Right: Classic Aviation at 

Pella Municipal Airport (PEA) 

hosted the International 

Flying Farmers Mis-

souri/Iowa Chapter in 

March 2011.  Shane Vande 

Voort was presented the 

prestigious ―Airport Operator 

of the Year‖ award.  It’s not 

known when Shane will get 

back in the fields to plant. 

Above: Des Moines International Air-

port is a Fly Iowa Benefactor 

percent a year to 32.9 million operations 

in 2031.  

    The forecast also projected the num-

ber of active GA pilots to increase by 

42,000 by 2031. A bright spot for GA is 

continued growth of the light-sport mar-

ket, which is expected to see a 5.4 per-

cent increase in hours flown per year and 

have 12,850 sport pilots certified by 

2031. The forecast data also projects 

that the light-sport aircraft fleet size will 

more than double by 2031 to 13,870 

aircraft.  (From faa.gov) 

FAA Forecasts Slow But Stable GA Growth 

  ——————————————————- 
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Iowa Aviation Hall of Fame                                                                                          —Lee Ann Nelson 

L 
ee Ann Nelson, Executive Director 

of the Iowa Aviation Museum at 

Greenfield, Iowa Airport (GFZ) an-

nounces a campaign to expand 

museum hangar space: 

 

We are beginning to raise funds to build a 

new hangar addition. In so doing, we have 

started our òBuy A Brick, Build A Hangaró 

fundraiser.  

 

    We need the room. In order to expand 

99 Reasons To Fly                                                                                                             —Minnetta Gradnier 

the museumõs aircraft collection and 

continue future growth, more hangar 

space is needed.  

    To help defray the costs of building 

this addition, engraved bricks are 

being offered to museum supporters 

at three different price levels. Since 

the Rodale Garden (in front of the 

museum) is being replanted, these 

bricks will be laid as a border circling 

the new garden.  

    The engraved, epoxy-filled bricks 

ested girls thru EAA Chapter 33  

    We are targeting a registration of 

about 100 Girl Scouts.  So this could 

be quite a good-sized event.  They are 

starting early to get the word out 

across the organization and to build 

momentum.  

    In talking with Connie White, who 

organizes the EAA 33 Young Eagles 

events, if our attendance is large, 

then she feels that she would need 

some help to get enough airplanes/

pilots at IOW to ensure that any inter-

ested Girl Scout could get a YE 

flight.  Keep in mind that the racers 

won’t be able to actually fly their air-

planes, because they will be im-

pounded following the pre-race in-

spections.  So this 

might be an area 

that IAPG could 

help out with.  I will 

also be advertising 

this across the IOW 

aviation community 

(FOICA, Friends of 

Iowa City Airport), 

and I anticipate 

that we’ll have sup-

port there too.  

Lastly, AOPA is 

sending some 

items to include in 

a ―goodies‖ bags 

for the kids.  I al-

ready have a box of 

stuff from IA DOT – 

Office of Aviation.  The Air Race 

Classic has also requested materi-

als from EAA, Girls With Wings, 

Gleim, Women In Aviation, and 99s 

International. 

     So I think that all of these activi-

ties and materials would add up to 

the equivalent of an IAPG Aviation 

Youth Camp.  We’d certainly be 

happy to have IAPG log it among 

their events sponsored by the end 

of 2011.   

    As I learn more in the coming 

weeks and months and things solid-

ify more, we will certainly keep IAPG 

posted.   

Minnetta Gardnier is an IAPG and 99s 

member. Sheõll fly her Cessna 177 

Cardinal in the 2011 Classic. 

T 
he Air Race Classic work is in full 

swing, and needless to say, the 

pace is also picking up considera-

bly now that 2011 is really here, 

and the reality is coming into better focus. 

    Our youth aviation event is coming 

along great and here are the highlights as 

they stand now: 

Friday night, June 17 – meet the racers 

and camp out at the Take Flight! exhibit in 

the ICM 

Saturday morning, June 18 – ―ground 

school‖ activities at the Take Flight! ex-

hibit in the ICM 

Saturday afternoon, June 18 – picnic 

lunch at IOW; walking the flight line with 

racers and local pilots to see (―pre-flight‖) 

the airplanes; Young Eagle flights for inter-

have a lifetime guarantee.  

    Your generous support has al-

ways been appreciated. Will you 

help again? 

 

Of course you will. To learn more 

about The Iowa Aviation Museum 

and ―Buy A Brick, Build A Hangaró 

fundraiser call Lee Ann Nelson at: 

641-343-7184 or visit the mu-

seum’s website at flyingmu-

seum.com.  
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3700 Convenience Blvd., #205  

Ankeny, IA 50021 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

We’re on the web: 

www.FlyIowa.org 

The Iowa Aviation Promotion Group is a non-profit organization 

whose mission is to grow aviation by increasing the number of 
pilots, aviation users, and aviation supporters within the state.  

IAPG offers a number of programs intended to: increase aware-
ness of the benefits of aviation, educate the public, increase the 

activity level of current aviation enthusiasts, increase the number 
of pilots and aircraft within the state, and provide opportunities 

for young and old to experience aviation in Iowa.  We have set 

measurable goals to monitor the benefit of each of these pro-

grams. 

In order to meet our goals, we will aggressively work to maximize 

communication about our activities to inform members and non-

members alike by doing the following: 

 Hosting Teleconferences for all IAPG Meetings 

 Host a continuously updated IAPG Web Page 

 Distribute an informative Newsletter 

These activities require financial support and volunteer assis-

tance from people like you. There are many levels of membership 
in IAPG.  Please consider becoming a member by completing the 

membership form and donating to this worthy organization.  Iowa 
Aviation Promotion Group is a 501c3 corporation incorporated in 

the state of Iowa.  Donations are tax deductible. 

www.FlyIowa.org  

Iowa Aviation Promotion Group 

Contact IAPGõs Secretary, Chuck McDonald, to find 

out about IAPG Youth Camps: ChuckDSMCC@aol.com 

or 515-964-1398 

òYour business tag line here.ó 

IAPG  

ññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Right: Pella’s Classic Aviation is an 

IAPG member. Anyone can join. If 

you’d like us talking about your 

aviation business and, perhaps, 

displaying your log, then please 

send an email: aileron@aol.com 

W 
hen rolling out from a crosswind land-

ing, more and more aileron should be 

applied to keep the upwind wing from 

rising. Since the airplane is slowing 

down, there is less airflow around the ailerons and 

they become less effective. At the same time, the 

relative wind is becoming more of a crosswind and 

exerting a greater lifting force on the upwind wing. 

When the airplane is coming to a stop, the aileron 

control must be held fully toward the wind.  

 Remember, if the upwind wing starts to rise during a 

crosswind landing roll you should immediately apply 

more aileron pressure toward the high wing in order 

to maintain directional control.  

   ðððððððððððððððð  

During the landing roll, wheel barrowing can occur if 

you touch down on the main wheels and the nose 

wheel simultaneously while holding excessive speed, 

and then add forward pressure to the yoke. Wheel 

barrowing will not occur if the pilot maintains the 

correct speed, and touches down main wheels first, 

then gently lowers the nose wheel.  

   

In nose wheel airplanes, a ground loop is almost al-

ways a result of wheel barrowing. The pilot must be 

aware that even though the nose wheel-type airplane 

is less prone to ground looping, virtually every type of 

airplane, including large multiengine airplanes, can 

be made to ground loop when sufficiently mishan-

dled.  

(See: Airplane Flying Handbook and faasafety.gov) 

FAASteam  Safety Tips 

Please copy this newsletter and pass it to a friend. 
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Transitions                          —Tim Schofield 

 

Got News? 

Tell the GA world whatõs happening 

at your airport. IAPG member or not 

weõd love to hear from you. Send 

news items to: ailerona@aol.com 

Put òIAPGó in the subject line 

 

A 
midst the middle of another 

winter in the cold of central 

Iowa, I gaze out my office win-

dow dreaming of the warm 

weather to come. Snow covers the 

earth in my immediate viewing area. 

Snow covers just about everything 

from last night’s light dusting.  The 

airplane is in the hangar, not seen for 

six weeks. Good time to get it annu-

aled, but the door is frozen closed. 

    The mountains of plowed snow will 

be melting off soon, snowdrifts disap-

pearing while the roadways are being 

repaired and smoothed. Pilots will be 

opening the hangar doors to let the 

light of the sun shine upon their pride 

and joy. In coming 

weeks they will be 

floating among the 

clouds into another 

season of breakfasts, 

fly-ins and air shows 

to meet up with fellow 

aviation enthusiasts. 

    As pilots, the per-

sonal pride they carry 

with them is experi-

enced by few as they 

clean the oil from the 

under-belly and gear, 

remove the bugs from 

the windscreen, prop, 

cowling and leading 

Above:  Melody Miller soloed in a Cessna 

172 (inset) at Knoxville, Iowa Municipal 

Airport (OXV). The 172 is currently under-

going an engine overhaul and airframe 

repainting. Itõs owned and operated by 

IAPG future member, Knoxville Aviation, 

Dan Van Donselaar, owner and A&P me-

chanic can be reached at  641-842-4423 .  

   ________________________________ 

 

Below:  Mitch Klein earned his private in 

March 2011.  Jim McCullough was his 

flight instructor and flies for Iowa Flight 

Training.  

edges just so they 

can go back into 

the sky to enjoy the 

freedom of flight 

and fly off to some 

familiar gathering 

or sometimes un-

chartered territory 

to meet old flying 

buddies and make 

new ones. 

    Aviation lovers of 

all ages, shapes, 

sizes and walks of life will be joining 

others, whether driving or flying in, at 

long tables surrounded by folding 

chairs, coffee, OJ (not Simpson), 

pancakes and as much syrup as one 

can handle.  

    The looks on faces, too, will have 

a general theme with no age limit. 

Small children to seniors, the grins 

are unmistakable, the stories are 

similar yet different, but the joy they 

all have is the same. 

    General aviation. Small airplanes. 

Pilots. Families. Children. Parents. 

Grandparents. Pets. One theme, one 

love, one more thrilling day. And 

when the tables are cleared, stacked 

and put away, the last plane is 

wheels up and departs the traffic 

pattern, all will be looking forward to 

the next week’s flying event just so 

they can do it all over again. 

 

 _____________________________ 

 

Tim Schofield is a pilot, photogra-

pher and IAPG member 
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More Transitions and Further Signs of Spring in The Iowa Air 

Above: First traces of spring were sighted over the 

nose of a 1946 Aeronca 7AC Champ near Nash Field 

(IA66) in Warren County.  

Above: Richard Anderson, a DPE from Dubuque, Iowa, 

about to set his 1938 Luscombe Model 8 down on a field 

of dreams in Dyersville, Iowa. 

Clockwise from right: Anna Jean Gates of Creston, 

Iowa poses before Kyle Sawvers’ Cessna 172 

N8358U after successfully completing her Private 

Pilot check ride on Saturday, March 26, 2011 at 

Pella Municipal Airport. Shane Vande Voort (not 

shown here, or he would’ve dropped the camera) 

was the DPE. Anna Jean is a new IAPG member. 

Lower right: The Creston Airport cat, ―Propwash,‖ 

sits on a biplane’s wing patiently awaiting the arri-

val of real spring.  

Below: Dr. Reza Mohebbi, much like Anna Jean 

Gates, cannot suppress that post-check-ride smile 

after earning his Private Pilot Certificate through 

Iowa Flight Training.  Jesse Lenker was his instruc-

tor.  
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“Aluminum Overcast” Fills The Sky Over IKV                          —Dave Kalwishky 

Known as Boeing model 299, it first took 

flight on July 28, 1935. The government 

ordered production of 13 of these air-

craft, now designated the Y1B-17. Deliv-

ery of these first production models was 

between January 11 and August 4, 

1937.  

    The B-17 received the name "Flying 

Fortress" from a Seattle reporter who 

commented on its defensive firepower. 

The B-17 underwent a number of im-

provements over its 10-year production 

span. Models ranged from the YB-17 to 

the B-17-G model. Throughout the War, 

the B-17 was refined and improved as 

battle experience showed the Boeing 

designers where improvements could be 

made. The final B-17 production model, 

the B-17G, was produced in larger quan-

tities (8,680) than any previous model 

and is considered the definitive "Flying 

Fort." With its 13 .50-caliber machine 

guns -- chin, top, ball and tail turrets; 

waist and cheek guns -- the B-17G was 

indeed an airplane that earned the re-

spect of its combatants. In addition, air 

crews liked the B-17 for its ability to with-

stand heavy combat damage and still 

return its crew safely home.  

    Between 1935 and May of 1945, 

12,732 B-17s were produced. Of these 

aircraft, 4,735 were lost during combat 

missions. 

    Today, fewer than 100 B-17 airframes 

exist and fewer still are in airworthy con-

dition. At one time, more than 1,000 B-

17s could be assembled for mass com-

bat missions, less than 15 of Boeing's 

famous bombers can still take to the air. 

The Experimental Aircraft Association's B-

17G-VE, serial number 44-85740 

- nicknamed, Aluminum Overcast, 

was delivered to the U.S. Army Air 

Corps on May 18, 1945.  Al-

though delivered too late to see 

action in World War II, the air-

plane has an interesting history. 

            

First Owner 

Purchased as surplus from the 

military inventory for a mere 

$750 in 1946, the airplane has 

flown more than 1 million miles. 

It has served as a cargo hauler, 

an aerial mapping platform and 

in pest control and forest 

dust ing appl icat ions. 

          

Return to Military Roots 

The airplane's return to its 

military roots began in 

1978, when it was pur-

chased by a group of inves-

tors who wished to pre-

serve the heritage of the 

magnificent B-17. Dr. Bill 

Harrison headed the group, 

―B-17s Around the World‖ 

with the goal to return the 

B-17 to its former glory. 

 

    Donation to EAA  

 

The economic reality of simply 

maintaining a vintage bomber, let 

alone the cost of restoration, 

prompted the group to donate 

the B-17 to the Experimental Air-

craft Association in 1983. Since 

that time, an extensive program 

of restoration and preservation 

was undertaken to insure Alumi-

num Overcast would be a living 

reminder of World War II aviation 

for many years to come.  

    The restoration has taken more 

than 10 years and thousands of 

hours by dedicated staff and vol-

unteers at EAA Oshkosh, Wiscon-

s i n ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s .   

Tell Us About Your Event 

Send news releases and photos  

to: 

 aielrona@aol.com 

E 
AA Chapter 135 in Des 

Moines, IA is proud to welcome 

back the EAA’s B-17 Aluminum 

Overcast back to the Ankeny 

(IKV) airport this summer.  The B-17 will 

be arriving on Tuesday June 14th and 

departing on June 16th.  I’ve been fortu-

nate enough to have flown on this plane 

a few times now and it’s an amazing 

experience.   

    It’s humbling to think about the young 

men who flew these bombers over Ger-

many and what they endured.   

    Come on out and ride on the B-17 or 

take a ground tour.  If you pre-book your 

flight its $399 for EAA members 

or $439 for non-EAA members.  

Ground tours are $5 per adult, 

$15 per family and active military 

and veterans are free.  

    The Boeing B-17 "Flying For-

tress" is a World War II bomber 

used primarily in Europe. B-17s 

from the Eighth Air Force partici-

pated in countless missions from 

bases in England. These missions 

often lasted for more than eight 

hours and struck at targets deep 

within enemy territory. Because 

of their long-range capability, for-

mations of B-17s often flew into 

battle with no fighter escort, rely-

ing on their own defensive capa-

bilities to insure a successful mission. 

    During the War, B-17s were among 

the most modern aircraft in the U.S. 

inventory. However, the advent of the 

jet age and advances in technology 

made the Flying Fortress obsolete soon 

after the conclusion of the War. In the 

years following World War II, most B-17s 

were cut up for scrap, used in Air Force 

research or sold on the surplus market.  

In 1934, the Boeing Aircraft Company of 

Seattle, Washington, began construc-

tion of a four-engine heavy bomber. 

(continued on page 11) 
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SHAMELESS SELF-PROMOTION AVAILABLE HERE! 

This space is reserved for you.  

If you have anything good to say about General Aviation in, above or 

near Iowa, send us a note. Send us pictures.  

Whatever IAPG can do to help promote aviation is fair game.  

No ideas turned away. 

All pilots and non-pilots welcome. 

No experience necessary. 

Visit the IAPG website at: 

FLYIOWA.ORG 

    Aluminum Overcast proudly carries 

the colors of the 398th Bomb Group of 

World War II, which flew hundreds of 

missions over Nazi-held territory during 

the war. Aluminum Overcast com-

memorates B-17G #42-102515 which 

was shot down on its 34th combat 

mission over Le Manior, France, on 

August 13, 1944. Veterans of the 

398th helped finance the bomber's 

r e s t o r a t i o n . 

 

The Airplane 

 

When the airplane was sold in 1946, 

most of the original military equipment 

had been removed. Over the years, 

these items have been located, re-

stored and returned to Aluminum Over-

cast. These include: 

The Norden bombsight located in 

the nose of the airplane 

Restoration of the navigator's posi-

tion also located in the airplane’s nose  

Installation of the waist guns lo-

cated on each side of the bomber 

Rebuilding the radio compartment, 

including original communications 

equipment 

Returning the airplane's floor to its 

original specifications 

Installation of a complete tail tur-

ret assembly 

    Installation of a replica top turret 

just behind the pilot and co-pilot seats 

The airplane was on display at the EAA 

AirVenture Museum in Oshkosh, Wis., 

until October, 1993 when it was 

moved to EAA’s Kermit Weeks Flight 

Research Center for maintenance and 

restoration in preparation for its first 

national tour in 1994. The B-17 will 

eventually be housed in the EAA 

AirVenture Museum's "Eagle Hangar," 

which features numerous World War II 

a i r c r a f t  a n d  e x h i b i t s .   

 

    When Aluminum Overcast is on tour, 

aviation enthusiasts can actually walk 

through the airplane. If they wish, they 

can take a trip back in time and feel 

the might of this magnificent flying 

machine through the flight experience 

program. Half hour flights are available 

at all tour stops. Proceeds from the 

tour help keep Aluminum Over-

cast flying and will assist the continu-

ing restoration, maintenance and pres-

e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  o f  E A A .   

 

    Even those too young to have lived 

through World War II can appreciate 

the history associated with this air-

plane. The "Flying Fortress" was one of 

the airplanes that helped the Allies 

achieve victory in World War II.  

 

    The B-17 is an important part of 

both U.S. and aviation history. It can 

help us understand the technology of 

the times, the era in which the aircraft 

was developed and the human sacri-

fices which make today's freedoms 

possible. 

 

    To learn more about the Aluminum 

Overcast you can visit www.b17.org. 

    To book a flight visit   http://

w w w . e a a . o r g / c a l e n d a r /

eventdetail.aspx?id=8965 

To visit EAA Chapter 135’s website  

www.eaachapter135.org 

(B17 Over IKV,  Cont’d) 

http://www.b17.org/tour
http://www.b17.org
http://www.eaa.org/calendar/eventdetail.aspx?id=8965
http://www.eaa.org/calendar/eventdetail.aspx?id=8965
http://www.eaa.org/calendar/eventdetail.aspx?id=8965
http://www.eaachapter135.org
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Okay, I’m Sold! How Can I Join IAPG?  
 

         There are several membership levels in IAPG with benefits and privileges associated with each level: 

 

Benefactor Members ($1000) have the highest level of commitment to IAPG and its mission.  IAPG Benefactors are 

recognized in IAPG publications and may declare their interest in election to any open elected Director seat. Low 

and no-cost advertising in Fly Iowa programs is also provided. Benefactor membership is $1,000 annually. 

Charter Membership ($500) Charter members are also provided the opportunity to stand for election to an open 

Director seat. Individuals and aviation business are also eligible for this membership. 

Corporate Memberships ($100) are designed for businesses, groups, companies, or clubs who wish to advance 

aviation.   

Participating Memberships ($25) are for individuals who wish to promote airports, aviation education, and partici-

pation in aviation.  

 

Membership Application- Iowa Aviation Promotion Group 

 

                             Name__________________________________________________________________ 

 

                             Street Address___________________________________________________________ 

 

                             City, State, ZIP Code_______________________________________________________ 

 

                            Phone (work) (______)_____________________________________________________ 

 

                            Phone (home) (______)____________________________________________________ 

 

                             Phone (cell)   (______)_____________________________________________________ 

 

                             Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

 

                             Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

 

                             Your Aviation Affiliation or Interests? _________________________________________ 

 

                              Type membership Sought: __________________________________________________ 

To join IAPG simply complete the above application form, select your membership level and mail the 

completed form and payment to: IAPG 3700 Convenience Blvd., #205, Ankeny, IA 50021.   

Or simply go to the IAPG website flyiowa.org to apply on line.  

Or...or: Call IAPG at 515-964-1398 . Whatever method you choose, IAPG will assist in any way possi-

ble to get you involved in growing Iowa Aviation today!  
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IAPG Is Your Resource 
Tell us what you want  

Send your story 

Keep the Iowa aviation community in-

formed of your  airport’s or organization’s 

flying activities 

 

If we don’t promote aviation in Iowa who 

will?  

 

Contact IAPG today—right now—by going to 

the IAPG website: 

Flyiowa.org 

 

Now, get out there and Fly Iowa! 
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Intentionally Left Blank 

 

(But, wouldn’t your corporate logo look 

good here where all of Iowa’s aviation 

community could see and share it? 

 

Hmm…? 

 

Just saying….) 

 

 


