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Getting the Word Out 

 

W 
e had a fantastic 

turnout for our an-

nual meeting in 

November.  It was a 

fun event and we picked up a few new mem-

bers.  Since then it seems winter came early 

with sub-zero temperatures and relentless 

snow, ice, fog, freezing rain, fog, rain, and 

more fog.  For most of us, itõs been a tough 

winter for flying.  Iõm happy to say that as I 

write this, I saw the first blue sky in weeks, 

so maybe weõre reaching the end of this 

unusual weather pattern.  If it isnõt, weõre 

going to start holding our meetings in Ha-

waii. 

    Our last meeting was held Friday, January 

22nd at Exec 1 in Ankeny.  It was a great 

meeting, with good attendance and lots of 

discussion about the upcoming year and 

IAPGõs plans to celebrate the 100th anniver-

sary of the first flight in Iowa.  As we dis-

cussed possibilities and how to implement 

our plans, part of the discussion was about 

how to get the word out.  We of course know 

about the goodness of aviation and how it 

helps Iowaõs economy, but the rest of our 

fellow Iowans need to hear and understand 

it as well.   

    Advertising tends to be very expensive, 

and for a non-profit organization, there are 

usually not enough financial resources to 

fund a full-blown advertising campaign.  

Besides, these days, with the widespread 

use of the internet, the old media is losing a 

lot of its ability to reach people via advertis-

ing.  So, weõre getting creating in getting the 

word out about aviation. 

    We have a media fax list of all Iowa TV, 

Radio, and newspapers and can issue press 

releases to all of them overnight.  If you have 

an event that you would like to publicize, 

please let me know and we will create a 

press release, have the IAPG board of direc-

tors review it, and send it out.   

    Roy Criss of the Des Moines International 

Airport has a good list as well that he has 

offered as an outlet for our information.  Tim 

McClung of the DOT can also send informa-

tion via the DOTõs Hot List.  We also have 

mailing lists of all the FBOs and airport man-

agers, pilots, and flight instructors, so if a 

postcard is appropriate, we could do that 

too. 

    At the meeting we discussed the social 

networks and how to use them for informa-

tion distribution.  I promptly went home and 

           (continued on page 5) 
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Centenary:   

F 
or as along as humans 

have walked the earth 

theyõve longed to 

stand on long lines 

and remove their shoes before 

being inspected, questioned 

and crammed into an airline 

tube full of disgruntled travel-

ers.  A small percentage of 

these humans, however, have 

dreamed of flight as pilots-in- 

command and not passengers-

in-a-hurry.  So 100 years ago, 

Iowa took to the air in 

powered flight. 

    Thereõs some polite 

discussion about who 

actually flew first in 

Iowa in 1910, and 

weõll leave that to the 

scholars. While they 

discuss, Iowa aviators 

will kick off the second 

century of powered 

flight in the Hawkeye 

state by flying. And as soon 

as weather permits, IAPG will 

help celebrate the 100th 

Anniversary of powered flight 

in Iowa.  

    We wonõt be alone in our 

revelry. The Antique Airplane 

Association has incorporated 

this centenary theme into its 

annual Labor Day weekend 

fly-in. You can view a video 

promoting the event at an-

tiqueairfield.com. 

    Because Art 

Hartman (1888

-1970) made 

his first pow-

ered flight in 

Burlington (he 

used the golf 

course to avoid long TSA 

lines at the airport),  the 

Burlington Airport has been 

chosen for the site of Fly 

Iowa 100. Mark the calen-

dar for September 11, rain 

date September 12.  

   But a first flight does not a 

flying career make. Every 

flight in Iowa since 1910 

has built on that foundation. 

With that in mind, IAPG has 

declared 2010 to be the Fly 

Iowa 100 Year. Become a 

Fly Iowa Ambassador and 

take the message of flight to 

all 99 counties. Well, thatõs 

one idea, anyhow, and it 

doesnõt take a committee to 

kill it with too much organiza-

tion. Simply go to the stateõs 

DOT website iawings.com 

and see the many events 

taking place this year across 

Iowa to celebrate ten dec-

ades of powered flight.  

    And what better way to 

celebrate Iowaõs aviation 

treasures than to accept 

IAPGõs Fly Iowa 100 Chal-

lenge to visit each of Iowaõs 

115 public use airports and 

win valuable prizes? For de-

tails go to: flyiowa.org 

Aviation Youth Camp Status                                                                                                        -Chuck McDonald 

Above: Des Moines International 

Airport is a Fly Iowa Benefactor 
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W 
ith the new cen-

tury of powered 

flight in Iowa 

comes the chal-

lenge to produce the next cen-

turyõs pilots.  IAPG has been 

running Aviation Youth 

Camps for years, introducing 

hundreds of Iowa kids to the 

industry.  Camps are usually 

held on Saturday mornings at 

no cost to the kids, although 

we encourage parents to 

become IAPG members. 

    In 2009 we hosted seven 

camps with over 300 kids. 

For 2010 weõve set the lofty 

goal of 25 camps serving 

1,000 Iowa kids between the 

ages of 8 and 16.  Too 

many? Perhaps, but why not 

aim high?  

    None of this happens with-

out volunteer support, and 

IAPG is grateful for the sup-

port from all the 2009  Youth 

Camp instructors, plus any 

EAA Young Eagles pilots who 

volunteered giving rides 

when conditions allowed.  

    To host an Aviation Youth 

Camp contact me at  515-

964-1398 or email me at 

CHUCKDSMCC@AOL.com 

 ññññññññññññññññññ 

Left: Eight  Youth Camp instruc-

tors and 26 future Iowa pilots 
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Boone: Mike Vogt earned his Sport 

Pilot certificate at CY Aviation. 

Des Moines: Des Moines Interna-

tional Airportõs completed its 

fourth òHonor Flightó transporting 

WWII vets to Washington DC; Ca-

sey's and Hy Vee sponsored. 

Indianola: Bright Star aviation rec-

ognizing that for every pilot thereõs 

a seat, has expanded its aircraft 

upholstery business. 

Norwalk: Commercial pilot and ground 

school instructor, Candy Sheeran joins 

IAPG. Welcome, Candy. 

Pella: Classic Aviation received its repair 

station certificate for FAR 91.411 and 

91.413 IFR and VFR transponder and 

static system checks. 

IAPGõs Joel Severinghaus became a CFI 

in January at Classic Aviation, as did An-

drew Ponce and Saj Kumar who also 

earned a CFII and multi-instructor. Instru-

ment ratings were earned by: Chris Leit-

ing, Jeff Beckley and Gary Garnett. Cody 

Morris picked up his commercial certifi-

cate and a multi engine rating. Ryan 

Asseau received his tail wheel endorse-

ment. Flight instructors for this training 

included: Jeff Uitermarkt, Larry Vande 

Voort and Shane Vande Voort. For cor-

rect pronunciation of any of those 

names contact Classic Aviation at 641-
628-9393  

Osceola:  IAPGõs own Mary Ellen Kimball 

appears in a TV commercial for the 

òGeek The Libraryó campaign. See her 

explain how she ògeeks flyingó at: 

h t t p : / / g e e k t h e l i b r a r y . o r g /

archives/2009/10/maryellen.html  

Private and Sport Pilot ground school 

will be held at Southwestern Community 

College (SWCC) Mar 16ñApr 15. Call 

515-961-0654 for details 

Ottumwa: Well, in nearby Blakesburg, 

the Airpower Museum is 40% of the way 

to its fund-raising goal to build a ògreenó 

antique airplane restoration center...no, 

Blue Skiesñ For Display Purposes Only                                                                            
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Ramp News 

W 
here have all the pilots 

gone? Time was, just five 

years ago, Iowa had 6106 

pilots. This included 886 

student pilots, 2 recreational, 3247 pri-

vate, 1306 commercial and 665 ATP. 

Weak numbers in a state with 3 million 

residents. But thatõs not the sad part.  

    As of January 2010, with the sport 

pilot certificate now a part of the struc-

ture, Iowa has 60 sport pilots but 521 

fewer total pilots. Thatõs weak bordering 

on sickly. Oddly, Iowa has 34 more flight 

instructors than we did in 2005. This 

sounds like a business plan for NBC.  

    Iowa has 115 public-use airports and 

many more private-use fields. Almost 

every county has at least one public-use 

airport; Warren is a notable exception. 

Iowa pilot population mirrors the 

population at large. Polk county has 

the largest pilot population with 722.  

If each Polk County pilot handed a 

friend a FAA Form 8710-11 Sport Pi-

lot Student certificate and said, 

òHere, sign this,ó weõd double the 

Polk pilot community and make air-

plane marketers sit up and say, òLook 

whatõs happening in Iowa. Letõs 

spend some money there!ó Maybe. 

Who knows?  Worth a try. 

    But what about the less crowded 

counties? The lowest Iowa pilot popu-

lation counties are Ida, Ringgold and 

Taylor with four pilots each. Four.  

One dies and you lose 25% of the 

pilot population in that county. Face 

it, weõre an endangered species.  

    Twelve counties have no student pi-

lots, and even the FAA should worry that 

without students you canõt make more 

pilots. Or support the ones you have.  

   So, itõs up to us, the flying, to saddle up 

our airplanes on a warm spring day and 

fly into the un-pilot-populated counties to 

spread the word, to circle town (at 1000õ 

AGL) and make some dreamer look up. 

Then, like 1920s barnstormers Waldo 

Pepper or Jake Hollow, land at the near-

est field and give the folks a chance to at 

least see an airplane up close.  

    Iowa may have two great antique air-

plane museums, but without fresh stu-

dents in the pipeline the Iowa pilot will 

become for display purposes only. 

IFT is an IAPG Corporate Member 

 ñññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

they wonõt just restore green colored 

airplanes. The facility will incorporate 

wind, geo-thermal and solar technol-

ogy. 

Greenfield: The Iowa Aviation Mu-

seumõs  annual Freeze-Yer-Empennage

-Off Chili Feed is set for January 30 at 

Greenfield Airport (GFZ). Details at fly-

ingmuseum.com 

Winterset: Private pilot Daryl Lilly pur-

chased a Cessna 172 but seems reluc-

tant to part with the Cessna 150 he 

learned to fly in.  

And thatõs all the Av news that fitsé. 
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equipped, both for training 

and testing. 

    Next, I called Flight De-

sign.  I had two requests.  

First, the rumor mill said 

that the CTSWs were 

breaking nose wheels and 

I wanted reassurance that 

they were going to fix that.  

Second, instead of the 

handheld GPS mounted in 

the panel, I wanted a Gar-

min GNS-430w.  Good 

news on both counts.  I 

was told the new CTLS 

was to be announced at 

Sebring 2008 and it had a much beefier 

nose wheel among other improvements, 

and that I was the second person to ask 

for a GNS-430 so they agreed to do it.  I 

was hooked. 

    I was impressed with the CT, but 

wanted to keep an eye on the developing 

Light Sport Aircraft market that was, and 

is, still very new.  I have flown a couple 

others and looked at specs on a lot of 

them.  Most were inadequate.  A year 

ago, after several discussions with Flight 

Design at Oshkosh, the bank, and the 

insurance company, all indications were 

that the new CTLS was the right airplane 

for IFT and all thumbs were up for a pur-

chase.  It took a full year to get the pur-

chase done, thanks to the banking implo-

sion last fall.  In August, knowing that the 

deal was close, I visited Airtime Aviation 

in Tulsa, OK to meet with Tom Gutmann 

and fly the CTLS.  I was impressed.  We 

were finally ready to close in November. 

    Joleen and I took a one-way car rental 

to Tulsa, Oklahoma to pick it up.  We 

arrived bright and early on Monday, No-

vember 23rd at Riverside airport in Tulsa 

to meet with Tom and Tom Jr. Gutmann.  

They took us straight to the new baby for 

a look-see.  Tom Jr. told me it would take 

a day and a half to get checked out, do 

the ownership paperwork, go through all 

the goodies that come with it, and go 

through the flight school and dealership 

paperwork.  Yes, IFT will not only be a 

Flight Design Pilot Center, but also a 

Flight Design dealer! 

    After a thorough pre-flight inspection, I 

hopped in with Tom Jr. to look over the 

inside and get it started for my first 

checkout flight.  The hobbs showed just 

3 hours.  Yes, it has that new airplane 

smell.  The CTLS is amazingly roomy in-

side.  Tom Jr. is 6õ5ó and Iõm 6õ4ó and 

both had plenty of head and leg room 

and with a 49ó wide cabin, had space 

between our shoulders.  Iõm fully con-

vinced that the CTLS is bigger on the 

inside than it is on the outside.  Dr. 

Who calls this a TARDIS.  (Do a 

Google on TARDIS.  Itõs entertaining.) 

    After learning the particulars of 

starting, what to do and not do, we 

taxied out for takeoff.  Riverside is 

home to several flight schools, includ-

ing Spartan, a big one.  The pattern is 

always full and there are parallel run-

ways, so itõs a busy place.  The first 

thing that surprises most people is 

that not only does the CTLS fits right 

in, but you actually have to slow down 

at times for the Cessnas and Pipers in 

the pattern.  Itõs a little hot rod that 

goes fast as well as going slow.  Visi-

bility, which hasnõt been discussed 

much in the magazines, is absolutely 

incredible.  The instrument panel re-

sembles a helicopterõs òpodó panel, 

and Plexiglas surrounds you from the 

waist up and over 180 degrees 

around, plus a skylight.  It was easy 

for me to adapt to the Dynon glass 

cockpit, due to having many hours in 

Avidyne Entegra and Garmin G-1000 

cockpits.  Once you get used to glass, 

itõs hard to go back to steam gauges. 

    I performed a variety of maneuvers, 

climbs, turns descents, power on and 

power off stalls, then we returned to 

the pattern for some touch and goes.  

I was amazed at how wide the typical 

flight school pattern was there, as we 

were several miles out on final follow-

ing other airplanes.  My students 

know Iõll never let them get away with 

that.  Tom Jr. told me the Riverside 

tower barks at the pilots at times for 

getting so far away while working in 

the pattern.  After a couple of land-

ings I got used to the different per-

spective from the cockpit.  There is a 

different parallax error, I believe be-

cause the cockpit and windows are so 

wide so a little adjustment is required 

from the typically Cessna/Piper view.   

Tom Jr. was happy with my landings, 

so we taxied back in to take care of 

the paperwork. 

    After just a few hours of reviewing 

paperwork and discussing all the ins 

and outs of the Pilot Center and deal-

Flight Design CTLS Review 

 

A 
mong other things I was thank-

ful for on Thanksgiving 2009, I 

was thankful to deliver a new 

2009 Flight Design CTLS to its 

new home in Cedar Rapids for my flight 

school, Iowa Flight Training.  The adven-

ture actually started three years ago 

with a demo flight in a CTSW.  The per-

formance specs were amazing:  115kts, 

600lb payload, almost 1000NM range.  

Payload was my key requirement.  Nice 

things like glass cockpit, leather inte-

rior, and an airframe parachute came 

with the package.  Too many 2-seat 

trainers have very poor useful loads.  

Not only was the useful load excellent, 

but all reports of flight characteristics 

were excellent.  Unlike the rest of the 

market, they did full scale wind tunnel 

testing on the design in Germany be-

sides the normal flight testing. 

    In October 2008 I made a phone call 

to the FSDO in Ankeny to ask if I could 

use a Light Sport for Private Pilot train-

ing, as long as it had lights installed.  

Yes, definitely, was the answer.  I con-

tinued by asking if I could use it for IFR 

training if it met the requirements for 

IFR training (must be capable of three 

different types of instrument ap-

proaches, typically ILS, VOR or Localizer, 

and GPS/RNAV).  It wouldnõt be legal in 

actual IMC of course, but neither is the 

Diamond DA-20 legal for IMC, but is ok 

for training.  Yes, I was assured that it 

also qualifies when appropriately 

Above: Proof that you can comfortably fit a 

6-foot-plus instructor into a LSA. 

 ____________________________________ 

                           (continued on page 8) 
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By Chuck McDonald 

 

O 
n October 14, 

the Mustang 

sales team 

from Cessna 

came to town at Elliott 

Aviation to show off the 

newest in the Citation 

line of business jets.  The Mustang is 

billed as an òentry leveló jet but the 

entry price is high enough at $2.9 mil-

lion that it will take deeper pockets 

than most of us to afford her.   

    I had the opportunity to spend an 

hour and a half with Area Sales Man-

ager John Young and Demo Pilot Tim 

Baca who told me everything I wanted 

to know about the jet and then some.  

The Mustang is certificated as single 

pilot aircraft and indeed most are 

flown by pilot owners. With a single 

Got News?  

Want the Iowa aviation community to 

hear about your exploits or FBO do-

ing's? Well, send us a note and, per-

haps, a JPEG photo.  

After all, weõre the Iowa Aviation Pro-

motion Group, here to promote avia-

tion. If you donõt promote yourself, who 

will?  

Send submissions to:  

ailerona @ AOL.com, Subject line 

òIAPGó  

created a Facebook Group called, not 

surprisingly, Iowa Aviation Promotion 

Group.  If youõre a Facebook user, feel 

free to join and contribute to the group.  I 

populated the Event list with some of the 

upcoming Iowa aviation events.  Please 

let me know of any others you are aware 

of, and Iõll make sure it gets on the list.  

We will also have a Twitter account, and 

Roy tells us that DSM International also 

has a Twitter account we could use to 

help with announcements.   

    Weõre also working on a website under 

FlyIowa.org that will allow members of 

each of our aviation communities to pub-

licize their airports and aviation events.  

More on that later as it develops.  For 

now weõre calling it Iowa Aviation Com-

munities.  If you think of a better name, 

let us know. 

    We have branded the 100th anniver-

sary of flight in Iowa the òFly Iowa 100ó 

and hope to make every Iowa aviation 

event part of the celebration.  It will take 

all of us to help publicize the anniver-

sary.  We hope to have a display at as 

many Flight Breakfasts, air shows, and 

other events as possible throughout the 

year.  Please consider volunteering to 

staff a tent or booth at events in your 

area and beyond.  Weõll have banners 

and handouts describing the anniver-

sary, economic benefits of aviation, and 

learning to fly.  Can you help?  Will you 

help? 

Blue Skies, 

Tim Busch, IAPG President 

(òView From The Pilotõs Seató continued) 

You Only Get One First Solo 

But youõll never forget it, and that first solo is the first 

step to the rest of your flying life. Anna Jean Gates of 

Creston, Iowa (right) canõt suppress a grin after her 

first solo on December 16, 2009. Sadly, the weather 

turned uncooperative for VFR flight after that, but 

Gates is using this ground time to study for the FAA 

written. Come spring, or the first decent VFR day, she 

and thousands (itõs hoped) of student pilots will once 

again take to the Iowa skies spreading grins aloft. 

    This rental Cessna 150 is available at Weiser Avia-

tion, at Osceola Municipal Airport (I75). 641-414-7682 

or contact Jim Weiser at jimweiser@weiseraviation.com 

pilot, the Mustang seat five passen-

gers comfortably.  

    Range is about 1,150 nmõs and the 

maximum altitude is 41,000 feet MSL.  

Mustang cruises in a range of 300 to 

340 knots so it is a good bet for re-

gional operations. Final approach 

speed is under 100 knots so landing is 

not that much different than a piston 

twin.  Most operations can be handled 

within a 4000-foot runway length.  

    The Mustang is equipped with duel 

Garmin 1000 primary flight displays 

and a very large screen high resolution 

multi-function display. Much of the 

training in the aircraft is spent on sys-

tems descriptions and operation and 

using the power and capabilities of the 

MFD especially. Cessna has a contract 

with Flight Safety to do the training 

most of it in the simulator.   

    Gotta tell you, I was impressed that 

Cessna would spend the time with me, 

so I promised I would tell the world 

how impressed I was with the airplane.  

Oh for $3.4 millionéé 

(Ed. note: anyone donating $3.4mil will 

receive a free IAPG tee-shirt.) 

My New Cessna? 
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EXTRA! IAPG GLEANS FREE PR! 

N 
ow, thatõs what weõre talkinõ 

about. This is how we get the 

wordñand the IAPG bearñout. 

The above photo and caption 

was part of a longer article by Melissa 

Brownrigg in the Osceola Sentinel-Tribune 

(August 20, 2009) extolling the virtues of 

having a well run municipal airport in the 

community.  

    Brownriggõs article was titled, òAn adven-

ture I will never forget.ó Itõs the perfect title 

and the perfect attitude we need spread 

throughout the non-flying world. Many non-

flyers donõt know yet that they love flying. 

Perhaps, Mellissa Brownrigg will never fly 

again, but the fact that Mary Ellen showed 

her how Iowa looks from 1000 feet up 

made a friend. And GA needs all the 

friends it can get.  

    A flight across town in a 40-year-old 

airplane is not a big scoop for any re-

porter, but soft news is always in demand 

as filler. And even though no reporter is 

likely to win a Pulitzer writing about airport 

life we need to fill non-fliersõ minds with 

images and stories of this rare and won-

derful thing we doñflight.  

    News firms wring their corporate hands 

over the slow death of daily newspapers. 

Big city papers that once formed American 

opinion are folding at a depressing rate. 

Publishers can blame it on Facebook, 

Twitter, TV, YouTube or Global 

Warming, but nothingõs going to 

save the dailies.  

    Oddly, small-town papers are 

doing fairly well. As weõre herded 

at warp speed toward the global 

socio-economic abyss, people 

seem to enjoy reading and feeling 

the paper content of their local 

publication. They like to hear 

about little Emily down the street 

winning a speech contest or 

Bobbyõs 4-H win at the county fair. 

Public relations, as with politics, 

work on a local level. Aviation, de-

spite its ability to access the world, 

needs to be viewed, and nurtured, 

as a local community endeavor. 

    The FAA at 800 Independence 

SW, Washington, DC might dictate 

the rules, but no one from DC 

comes out to your Iowa airfield to 

help mow the grass around the 

hangars. That takes local talent 

and usually volunteer talent.  

    Many small airports struggle to 

survive. The pressures to ignore, 

and then close, an airport miles 

outside a small town are often 

overwhelming. As much as some 

of us would like to, we canõt move 

the airports closer to town. But we 

can bring the townsfolk to the air-

port, and I donõt mean by encour-

aging suburban sprawl right up to 

the airport fence; that only has-

tens a fieldõs demise. Instead, as 

Mary Ellen Kimball did, using her 

two-seat Cessna that costs less 

than an average new car, we need 

to find those members of our com-

munity who might just be willing to 

òtake a chanceó and fly.  

    And for purely self-promotional 

purposes all pilots should find the 

local newspaper, shopper, radio or 

TV station (what few remain), stop 

in and say, òIõm a local pilot. Any-

one wanna fly?ó                        ñPB 


